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Amettdmegts to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, aud listings of claipis in the appUcation: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A central server configured to promote products 
over a computer network comprises: : 

a processor configured to receive a specification of a promotion for a product 
from a first computer^ configured to create an electronic incentive in r^j^ponse to the 
specification, configured to transfer the electronic incentive to an application server across the 
computer network^ the application server coupled to a merchant server, 'configured to receive 
usage data of the electronic incentive firan the application server, the usage data determined in 
response to a promotion usage condition of an instance of the electronic incentive stored 
indicated by the moro hfflfrt on the application s erver, and configuied to generate a report in 
response to the usage data; 

a memory coi^led to the processor, the memory configured to store the electronic 
incentive, configured to store the usage data, and configured to store thq report; 

wherein data aoaQe t ^t e d with the eloctronio incentive is tiranoferrod fir omAe 
Qpplioation server to the merchant peryar; 

therein the instance of the electr onic incentive is created and stored in ti^ 
application server in resnonse a metho d on a service object stored in ttie annlication server being 
invoked b v the merchant server : 

wherein the merchant server specifies rendering of the data associated with tti© 
electronic incentive in response to a query of the instance of the electroiiic incentive stored on 
the application server f and 

wherein the promotion usage condition is indicated in the m e rohimt a pplication 
server when a user coupled fe^eto JoJhe merchant server fulBUs roanircmQntn preconditions of 
the instance of the electronic incentive. 



USPTO 9/16/2005 10:59 AM PAGE 11/026 Fax Server 

: Central Fax COMPANY: 

AUG. 12. 2005 3:28PM TTC-PA 650-326-2422 " ! " ~ NO. 096' " ^ P. 10 



Appln. No. 09/834,85 1 PATOVr 

Amdt dated August 12, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of May 9, 2005 

2. (Original) The central server of claim 1 wherein the electronic 

• incentive comprises an offer selected ftom ttio group: cents off. percent discount, price point, buy 
X get Y free, solution selling, promotion content. 

3 . (Original) The central server of claim 1 wherein the electronic 
incentive comprises a delivery method selected from the group: non-targeted, targeted category, 
targeted usage, targeted brand, targeted market 

4. (Original) The central server of claim 3 whetein the electronic 
incentive comprises a tracking code, 

5 . (Original) The central server of claim 3 wherein the electronic 
incentive comprises calendar data selected from the group: effective data, e;q)iration date. 

6. (Original) The central server of claim 3 wherein the electronic 
incentive conqpris es a network computer address . 

7. (Original) The central server of claim 4 wherein the usage data from 
the plication server comprises data selected from the group: demographic data of the us^, a 
geographic indicator of the user, a number of products purchased by thef user, ctirrency value of 
products purchased by the user, a list of products purchased by the user,, the tracking code. 

8. (Currently amended) A merchant server coupledj to a client system 

comprises: 

a processor configured to request promotions from an application server coupled 
to the merchant server, configured to invoke an evaluation service object w ithin an appliftfltifin 
fierver for one or more promotions, wherein an instance of a momotion i!s created in the 
application_aerver in restaonsc thereto, configu re d to query the instance of the promotion object 
md receiving feeeive a description of a promotion from the application server, the description 
incbding piC'-conditions^ and a user benefit ^ ppnfi^ii r c d to do tonnin o and an output 
representation of the promotion kb - r e sponflo to the dcpoription of tho promotion ^ configured to 



Pqctp < rtf 1 ^ 
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transmit the output representation of the desesip^ promotion to a client system for display to a 

oonfigurod to r Q o o ivo a aolgction of at loaat ono itom from tho olicnt pyotom, configured to 
fefflasmit^fee- rgpeiy e a selection of the at least one item , config ured to fee applioation acrv» 
invoke a savings method in a service object within the a pt)lication server to detemiine a savings 
amgimfc configurod to roooivQ on indioation that the uaor h pro\TidQd wtb wherein the saving s 
amQimtcomprise^ the user benefit firom the ^plication server when the selectjon of the at laa^ it 
one ^tem satisfies the prc-condttjong., and configured to store in alog arocDrd that indicate that 
the user is provided with the user benefit; and 

a memory coupled to the processor, the memory configured to store the 
description of tho promotion, configured to store the selection of the at least one item. 

9. (Currently amended) The merchant server of claim 8 wherein the user 
benefit is selected firom ^ - cla g s a group consisting of ; cents off, percent discount, price point, 
buy X get Y fi-ee, sohitiou selling, promotion content 

10. (Currently amended) Themerchantserverof claim 8 wherein the 
processor is configured to receive the description when the user meets target criteria, the target 
criteria being selected fix)m the olaga a^oup consisting of : targeted user, targeted user 
demographic, targeted user usage, targeted user brand, targeted user market. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The merchant server of claim S wherein the pr&. 
conditions are selected &om fe e- class a group consiattTiff nfi purchase o^ an item, purchase of a 
quantity of an item, purchase of at least two different items, 

12. (Currently amended) Themerchantserverof claim 8 wherein &e 
procosoor ia oonfigurod to the evaluation service object on the anolication server includes a 

determine a category of items for display for the client systemrond configured to 
requegt promotjono fi?om tho app t tea fet on server in rospono e to tho catogory of items , 

13. (Currently amended) The merchant server of claim 8 whoroin tho 
procQflaor ia olao configurod to tronnmit g plurolit)^ of itoma to the client g^rptom for di a play, and 
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ooxifigurcd to roquoflt promotionp fipm ths applioatioMorvor m rosponijo to the pluralit>r of itcma 
W^ierein tl^e evaluation service object evaliiah^s a shotting cflt^. ^orv a^aomated w ith tTie u^s^r. 

14 (Currently amended) The merchant server of claim 8 whoroin tfae 
proc eg aor ij glao oonfigurod to roooiyo g aol o ction of a trigger item from the client system, and 
oonfigurcd to roqucst promotiona from the applioation aon^ o r in - regponoe to the trigger item 
Wheirein the evaluation service obieet evaluates a sh opDing cart a^ssociated with the tL^ter 

15- (Currently amended) An application server comprises: 
a processor configured to receive an electronic incentive! from a central server, the 
electronic incentive including a pre-condition and a benefit, configured to create an instancfi nf 
the electronic incegtive in response to an invocation of an evaluation aeryice object to determine 
electrpnic incentives for a user bv a me r^ .hfltif ja^ry^ r ^r^nf^^i^n^ r^^pfyr n r p gnnt ftmn n 
m e rohont server for obctronic inoontivoa configured to receive a auerv for a description of the 
instance of the electronic incentive from moATida a donrript^ivn n . f ttin .lUnfr-nT^^o ^n^'^tiyp tn tfig 
merchant serye r in rcQponOQ to the rcqueat, the de scription inoluding a - d' e aonption of -fe&^ge- 
oondition and th e benefit , configured to receive from the merchant server an invocation of an 
amqmt of sayings method of a service object to det ermine a savings for the user , wherein when a 
selection by a user ofat least one item , oonfigurod to dot o rmine whether the selection of the one 

fulfills the pre-condition of the electr onic incentive^ the savinga comprises the benefit. .fttt4 
eenfigurod to providc-fe e merchant neiy&x with the benefit when the selection of the one it o ia 
fixifills the pro oonditio n; ; 

a memory coupled to the processor configured to store the instance of the 
electronic incentive, and configured to store a record that the instance of the electronic incentive 
has been used , wh e n tho oolcotion of the one it e m fulfUb the pre oondi ^te. 

16. (Currently amended) The application server of claim 15 wherein ftc 
invocation of the evahiation service o b ject includes th e rognfint frnm thf> mi^mhn^f nr^r^ 
inoludog a description of a shopping category of a user. 
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1 7, (Currently amended) The application server of claim 1 5 wherein the 
inxQpation of the evaluation ssrvice ohj ec ^ f oqueot fiom tfao motcliant sor\^ai' ali iu includeg an 
indicator of items previously selected by the user or cunrently displayed to the user, 

18, (Original) The application server of claim 1 5 wherein the pre- 
condition comprises purchase of the one item. 

19, (Currently amended) The application server of Qlaim 15 wherein the 
inyocatiQn of the evaluation service oWect rgquont from tho merchant utrvti dpo includes an 
identifier of the user. 

20, (Currently amended) Theapplicationserverof claim 15 wherein the 
processor is also configured to forward ^l e record an indication that the electronic incentive has 
been used to a centralized server. 

2 1 , (Original) The application server of claim 1 5i wherein the application 
server and the merchant server are co-located. 
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